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Draft Syllabus as of May 12

May 12:
Dear Colleagues:
A few items:
I ) There are going to be over a dozen of you . That’s a higher enrollment than we’ ve had in
years. No matter. Everyone gets the same amount of attention from yours truly . It will
mean that we will need two days to do presentations.
2) We are not meeting on campus. We will meet synchronously using Blackboard
Collaborate. You can learn more about Blackboard Collaborate here.
3) As noted below: I would still like to talk with you about your project if I have not
already . Trust me on this: my email response times are up to the challenge.
4) Many of you 1 already know. Some of you I do not. Mindful that we can ’t talk in person ,
my bio and particulars are on the Diplomacy webpage.
5) I will post the powerpoint for the first day in advance ( by Monday the 18th ). Please
review it in advance. And please review this syllabus.
6) This is a class that does not meet every day. It will require discipline to get this work
done. So, we will need to be at the top of our respective games. I would like each of you
to complete the following writing assignment by the first day of class.

Introduce yourself to Prof Edwards by telling me how you learn . In an essay of no more than 500
words (double-spaced , 12 point font , 1 ” margins), please answer the following questions. Please
send this to me as an email attachment ( martin .edwards@shu .edu ) by the start of the first day of
class:
1 ) What do I want to get out of this course?
2) What do I need to do to achieve my goal ?
3) What are the barriers that I often create that diminish my learning, and how will I change
these behaviors?
4) How will I respond if I start to struggle in this course?

April 18:
Dear Colleagues:
What follows below is a “ brick and mortar” version of the syllabus that I taught last year. The
dates in this are correct for our summer schedule. What I wanted to do was put a version of this
out into the wild now so that you can start planning a bit.

.

I would like to talk to everyone about their project in advance of this class As you can tell, we
do not have a lot of time together, so if you need to do soul searching on your project, let’s talk
and let’s get this done.
This class will not be taught in brick and mortar. We will have to adapt it to this new remote
emergency context . I am still thinking about how to do this. 1 will certainly be making some of
those individual meeting times a bit less optional . This will make sure that I can keep everyone
on target to turn in their best work possible. The thing that 1 am learning is that we need more
contact time in this online space, not less.
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The circumstances under which we are learning have changed. Our goals, however, have not
changed .

So, what do you have to do next ?
1 ) Let’s schedule a time to talk about your project. If you want to send me something to read
in advance of that discussion , please do that. Please schedule a time to chat with me
before April 27. Office hours are 2 4 T/ W on Teams or by appointment .
2 ) If you have questions, please just ask! Thanks!

-

I look forward to working with you!
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DIPL 4101 /6311 : Senior/ Masters Research Project
Summer 2020
Professor Martin S. Edwards
Email: martin .edwards@slm .edu
Office: 118 McQuaid
Office Hours: By appointment during class time on Microsoft Teams
Course Objectives:
This class is the capstone of your undergraduate or graduate experience . As such, you will be
drawing on the lessons that you have learned in DIPL 3800/6310 to develop and execute a
research project . The class will be a mix of one -on -one sessions as well as traditional meetings.
My goal is for you to write a publishable quality manuscript that tests hypotheses head to head
either qualitatively or quantitatively.
Course Materials:
Two reference textbooks are helpful for this class . We will not have reading assignments from
these texts. The Van Evera work is a good reference for qualitative work, and the Johnson ,
Reynolds, and Mycoff text is geared more for quantitative work .

Stephen Van Evera. 1997. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press. ISBN : 0 8014-8457- X .

-

Janet B. Johnson, H .T. Reynolds, and Jason Mycoff. 2016. Political Science Research
Methods 8th Edition . SAGE /CQ Press. ISBN : 9781506307824

NB: Earlier versions of this textbook exist and are fine.
Janet B. Johnson and H .T. Reynolds. 2012 Political Science Research Methods 7th
Edition . SAGE/CQ Press. ISBN : 978 1 60781 -689-0.

--

Students can obtain access to SPSS from these links:
How to Request SPSS - Graduate Students
How to Request SPSS - Undergraduate Students
Evaluation :
Your grade in this class will be based on the following:

Presentation ( 10%)
Research Design (10%)
Draft Manuscript (30%)
Final Version of Manuscript (50%)
More information on each of these elements can be found on the last page of the syllabus.
Other Course Policies :
Late work : Late work will not be accepted . This policy exists because time is short in this
class, and missed work has consequences.
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Attendance: Attendance at each of the scheduled class meetings is mandatory .

Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported
to the administration, and may result in a lowered or failing grade for the course and up to
possible dismissal from the School of Diplomacy . See university and school standards
for academic conduct here:

-

http://wwwl 3.shu .edu /offices /student -life /communitv standards/ upload /Seton -Hall Uni versitv-Student-Code-of-Conduct. pdf

-

http : // www.shu .edu /academics/diploinacv /academic conduct.cfm

Duplication: Students with research designs submitted for earlier classes must discuss
them with me in advance of submission.

Note on library issues: Successful completion of the project will require you to use
considerable library research . Please note the following: I ) Wikipedia is not acceptable as
a valid source of information and as such should not be cited ; 1 2) I will not assign
Chapter 3 of the Johnson text ( which deals with writing a literature review) but you will
find this helpful . 3) If you have further library questions, you should discuss them with
Diplomacy ’s library liaison , Lisa DeLuca ( lisa.deluca @shu .edu ).

Note on Citation formats: Papers should utilize one of the Chicago Manual of Style
citation formats: Author-Date or Notes and Bibliography . The guidelines for these
formats are in a folder on the course Blackboard page.
Notes on Assignment Submission: All written assignments must be submitted online
through Blackboard . Instructions are at the following URL:
http:// blogs.shu .edu/techtips/ riles/safeassign student.pdf All submissions must have
numbered pages.
Notes on Accommodation: It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to
promote inclusive learning environments. If you have a documented disability you may
be eligible for reasonable accommodations in compliance with University policy, the
Americans with Disabilities Act , Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and /or the New
Jersey Law against Discrimination . Please note, students are not permitted to negotiate
accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations or assistance,
please self -identify with the Office for Disability Support Services ( DSS), Duffy Hall,
Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or to register for
services, contact DSS at ( 973) 313 6003 or by e- mail at DSS@shu .edu .

-

Notes on Revisions: Late changes to one’s research project must be approved by me.
The final version of the manuscript must address issues raised by me in the rough draft.

1
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Class Schedule
Sessions with a class meeting will be denoted with ( CM) below . Class
NOTE :
meetings and individual meetings with me will take place using either Teams
or Blackboard (TBD) . As there will be two days of presentations, and there
are many of you, this class might go until 3 pm on the 21 st and the 26 th.

May 19:

Introduction. (CM )
Administrative Matters

May 21 :

Presentations (CM )

May 25:

Memorial Day - No Class

May 26:

Presentations (CM )

May 28:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

May 29:

FRIDAY . Research Designs Due (Submitted Electronically to Blackboard by
12 pm EST)

June 1 :

Individual Meetings (As Needed )

June 2:

Feedback on Research Designs. (CM )

June 4:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 8 :

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 9:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 1 I :

Individual Meetings (As Needed )

June 12:

FRIDAY. Rough Drafts Due (Submitted Electronically to Blackboard by
4pm EST)

June 15:

Individual Meetings (As Needed )

June 16:

Feedback on Rough Drafts. (CM)

June 18 :

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 22:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 23:

Individual Meetings (As Needed )

June 25 :

Individual Meetings (As Needed )
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June 29:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

June 30:

Individual Meetings ( As Needed )

July 2:

TUESDAY. FINAL PAPER DUE (Submitted to Blackboard by NOON EST)

Particulars on Assignments:

Presentation
A formal oral presentation of your topic is required on either May 21 or May 26. This
presentation will be forma ) and will last roughly ten minutes in length . Imagine that you are
briefing a Congressional Committee. I expect you to focus on four issues: What is the question?
Why is this question important for theory and policy ? How have other scholars operationalized
the dependent variable? How will you operationalize the dependent variable? Note that
powerpoints are not necessary for this assignment. Indeed, the focus should be more on
substance than pizzazz. Students will present in alphabetical order.
Research Design
The first written assignment in this class is a 15 page (double spaced with 1 ” margins and 12
point fonts) research design that is due on May 29. In this paper you will do the following:
• Develop a research question
Importance of the question for theory and policy
•
Outline
a strategy for answering this question , addressing each of the following:
•
o Operationalize the dependent variable (or what’s being caused )
o Develop a series of alternative explanations for the outcome
o Operationalize independent variables (or what’ s doing the causing)
o Discuss case selection ( what cases are you going to look at and why )
o Develop a testing procedure (or, how you will test your arguments, and how you
will know you are right )
Attach a preliminary bibliography ( not included for page purposes).
•

-

Draft / Final Manuscript
Your completed project will be a minimum of 30 pages (double -spaced with l ” margins and 12
point fonts with numbered pages) that will consist of the following elements to be noted as
separate sections of the manuscript :
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

The Problem and its Importance
Literature Review
Research Design
findings and Discussion
Conclusions
Bibliography

The finished product must consist either of a set of comparative case studies ( if a qualitative
project) or a set of multivariate statistical tests with discussion of statistical and substantive
significance ( if the project is quantitative ). I expect the draft manuscript to have an advanced
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discussion of findings. I also expect that the final version will include a detailed memo in which
you outline all of the changes that you have made since the rough draft. In particular - how have
you responded to my comments?
Some useful advice:
Students get into trouble in a class like this in a couple of ways. They engage in evasive behavior
and procrastinate , turning in substandard work in the process. They can also get into trouble by
not putting in the effort at the beginning, and they fail to catch up . Poor research designs result in
poor projects.

How can we avoid this? Students find this odd , but I am the kind of professor who wants to
engage with you . If you have questions, ask me. If there is something that you do not understand ,
ask me . Embrace this class as a great opportunity to learn and produce great work and you will
be in a good position to succeed!

